[Surgical treatment of giant cell tumor of bone].
This study analyses a 5-year follow-up after treatment of giant cell tumour of bone during a 31-year period. Sixty patients with giant cell tumours of bone had been treated at the Centre for Musculoskeletal Tumours at Aarhus University Hospital. All patients were followed at regular intervals for 5-35 years, median = 11 years. There were 54 benign giant cell tumours of bone, whereas six were classified as malignant. The most common location was around the knee. There were nine cases of recurrence. The 5-year recurrence-free survival was 77%. The lowest frequency of recurrence appeared after resection (6%) and the highest after bone-transplantation (22%). The classical microscopic and macroscopic criteria for malignancy are not applicable for this rare tumour. All giant cell tumours of bone should be considered as potentially malignant, and therefore patients should be referred to a Centre for Musculoskeletal Tumours.